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AID AND SYMPATHY SHOULD NOT BE
LIMITED TO THE WORTHY.

&
v

Rev, L. D. Temple, of the First Bap-
ftist Church, Brattleboro, Vt., In-
quires “Who Are the Worthless ™

——y—— —

“I eame not to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance.”—Mark ii, 17

An Ameriean eltizen, well known for
business success and philanthropic spirit,
has sald: “We should help the worthy and
not the worthless. We should put the lad-
der witkin the reach of the aspiring and
not in the reash ef the degraded.'”

Society has an element called by General
Booth the “submerged classes,” There are
in it drunkards, harlots, paupers and all
sorts of criminals, They are transgressors
against moral, social and industrial laws,
Some people refer to them as “the off-
scouring of soclety.” They are regarded
by many, and the eminent gentleman
niready quoted would appear to be one of
the number, as unworthy of help. The
motto of these thinkers wounld seem to he:
“Encoursage the worthy. Let the worthless
perish,””

Not thus was the example set for us in
the cenduct of the Great Teacher. He came
to /‘put a ladder in the reach of publicans
and worse. By its ald some of them, like
the Magdalen or the lunatle of Gadara,
mounted to a betler life. After all, there
may not be so great a moral chasm be-
tween an aspiring Pharises and a dissi-
pated prodigal, In biblical speech they are
both classed as “‘sinners against God.”
What, anyvhow, I8 & sinner? Call him a de-
serter from the ranks of righteousness.
Call him an Anarchist, defying the higher
laws of the universe. Call him a striker
against a just employer whose are all the
flelds and fndustries of this world. Call him
one who s out of sympathy with
those plans of redemption in which alone
there is hope for the upward progress of
our race. Sceripture sums it up and calis
him one whose mind iz in “enmity against
God.” He may be all this and be very as-
piring, In fact, the more aspiring he is for
selfish ends, the less he is llkely to care
for God, man or devil. S0 far as terms of
righteousness can express his moral worth
it I8 written in ciphers.

But no human belng is absolutely worth-
Jess, for there I8 an ever-present oppor-
tunity for repentance and consecration of
powers to Cod's service. The supreme alhm
of Jesus was to save the lost because Ile
saw worth In the so-called worthless,
Ought we not to extend a helping hand to
the most unpromising of our fellow-men?

The condition of some among the sub-
merged classes is due to early surround-
ings, for which they are not responsible,
Is a child to be blamed for having bhad a
thief for a tather, or a harlot for a moth-
er? If a child has no other home, must it
be condemned for finding one in the street?
If it Is bred among the worst of surround-
ings, as famillar with vice and. erime as
more fortunate children are with church
and school, is it a wonder that it should

aspiring, for before the manpifestation of
the all-conquering love of Christ thera were
few that aspired to the highest things. For
those without worth in terms of righteouns-
ness Christ made His incomparable sacri-
fice. His mission, according -to His own
words in our text, was not to the righteous,
but to the sinners. He did not come to
profit by the flock that Kept in the fold,
but to go out after the sheep that was
lost. He delights in rescue and His sym-
pathies are witihh the sublmerged. Should
not the church continue His mission and
place the ladder where He placed {17

Some cases of moral degeneracy seem
at times beyvond remedy. They are not so
In reality, for in Christinn work we have
enlisted on our side spiritual forces that
arg able to cope with the most hopeless
human wrecks. The power of discipline
and wise training Is little short of marvel-
ous. In every well conducted State reform
school for neglected children we find cases
of it. Evil habits are broken off and un-
developed moral forces are called into play.
Splendid men are developed out of bad
boys. This eflect is produced by kind
treatment and good teaching, inspiring the
hopeless and disheartened with the belief
that there is something good in them, and
that they may yet be respected and self-
reapecting members of the community.
And, finally, In hosts of cases the higher
moral and spiritual principles will bhecome
established and a well-rounded character
result.

In working for the redemption of the
fallen we are ln co-operation with super-
natural powers. We have as the basis of
our endeavor the work of Christ, an evi-
dence of love for men that hag broken
mcre hard hearts than &ll ether agencies
combined. Indeed, there is on our =ide in
all Christian work a power that Irresisti-
bly makes for righteousness, This was the
power that of old met o naked, dangerous
savage, llving among tombs, and trans-
formed him Into one who was scen clothed
and in hiz right mind. No, we need not,
we dare not, lmit our help to those who
seem to be worthy and aspiring. The gos-
pel of Christ {s the power of God unto sal-
vation among all classes, and not more so
in one clues than in another, It is unsafe
for any one to say: “This man is worth
trving to save, This man is not.” No one
can tell. We are to sow heslde all waters.
We are to plant & seed wherever we have
a changce.

When a Spaniard eats a peach or pear
by the roadside or wherever he is, he digs
a hole in the ground with his foot and cov-
ers the seed. All over Spain, in conse-
quence, in the highway and elsewhere,
fruit grows in the greatest profusion. A
faithful disciple, who has caught the spirit
of the Master, will desplse no human be-
ing, but will, if possible, put a ladder in
the reach of all

No one need expect to see all the results
following his work which be would like.
No wrecked human Ilfe cun be at once
made over into saintly character. If the
thief on the cross had been raised to life
after his deathbed repentance he would,
perhaps, have been a disappointment to
oversanguine souls. Indeed, in the special
cases in which we may become interested,
it may seem ag if our labor had been
wasted, but we shall at least be blameless
if we have done what we can, and we may
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never had a chance.

Tho fact is the elements of good char-
acter lie very near the surface in every
humen life. There is something good if
some part of every one's nature. Ong per=
son may have sympathy, but no other vir-
tue. Another has patriotism, or reverence,
or sobriety, or hervism, even when all oth-
er g'nod quallties scem hopelessly sub-
merged. Probably y»su could not go into
any prison in America and find any con-
giderable number of the inmates without
many excellent traits. With masterly gen-
fus Vietor Huago shows how the noblest
qualities lay near the surface in Jean Val
Jean, who was supposed to be a hardened
galley convict. There is no one past re-
demption. Watch for the good in the worst
of people and you will be sure to find it,

According to an old Breton legend, there
was in that country a seacoast town called
Is, which was swallowed by the sea, and
the tradition runs that when the water
was rough the spires of the submerged
churches could be seen in the hollows of
the waves, and that in calmer weather
the sweet, low musle of sunken bells rose
from the depths. In all llves, though sub-
merged in sins and evil deeds, there are
yearnings for better things. We aré pften
surprised to see evidences of it. In gospel
mission halls, in slum districts, you can
gee to-nipght outcasts, drunkards, thieves
gathered from the 'streets at the sound of
music and singing “the songs of Zion."”
They do not aspire to a religious life, but
there is something good in them, and
Christ had it in view when He loved them
and gave himself for them.

Every stage of civilization has Its
standards of worth and worthlessness,
The savage elects as chieftaln, rating
him of highest worth, one who is the
mightiest hunter or most bloody war-
rior. Jesus assured us that in heaven
standards of value are not the same as
on varth. We are accustomed to do hom-
age to the pharisees. A haughty, suc-
cessful, self-willed egotist is at a pre-
mium among his fellows. “He is aspir-
fng. Give him, therefore, a chance to make
more money.'” 'The average man desplses
the convict or pauper. A bar sinister brands
them. “What right have they to get in
the way of better men? There I8 no use
in helping them. They are confirmed In
evil by having a ladder put in their reach.*”
Such is the opinion of many. The stand-
ards of judgment in heaven may reverse
the decisgions of earth. “Tha flirst shall be
last and the last first.”! The heart of the
chiefest sinner that iz trying to lead a
batter life is of more value in the eves of
heaven than any prosperous egotist who
is satisfied in his pharisceism,

It is extremely suggestive that Jdn the
Bospels it s beggars, prodigals, publicans,
harlots and thieves who are represented as
reeciving the kingdom of God, Never was

., R message of hope so assuring, or a way
of escape so all-embracing as that made
known to fallen humanity in the gospel of
Christ. "The very fact that one has made
compliete shipwreck of life is the chiefest
reason why he should NIt up hils volee and
call on Jesus for deliverance. The ladder
f= not placed by Christ in the reach of the
aspiring so much as in reach of the non-
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MULATTO WOMEN TAKE THE VOWS

Holy Family of Sisters Founded by
Four Free Black Women.
Boston Transcript.

A sight which invariably attracts the ats
tention of strangers in New Orleans is the
eolored sisters. One =0 seldom hears of ne-
groes professing the Roman Catholie faith
that when he meets a colored nun for the
firet time he can but gaze after her in
open-mouthed wonder. Accustomed as we

are, moreover, to associate the black robes |

of the nun with white, pale faces, the ef-
fect s a little startling when a nearer view
of a sister of charity discloses the meesk.
brown fuce of a mulatto. This little band
in New Orleans is known as the holy fum-
ily of sisters. IL was founded as far back
as 1542 by four free colored women, who,
educated and wealthy, resolved to devote
thelr time and money to those of their race
=0 much less fortunate. The oldest of the
four becswre Mother Juliatie, who contin-
ued at the head of the sisterhood until her
death, eight years ago.

The convent is what was once the fa-
mous Orleans-street ballroom, and many
are the tales told of the dancing and rev-
eiry which for vears held sway within its
walls. The buliding is an immense brown
siructure, fronting direct ¢ en the narrow
French street. The great windows have
shutters, always closed, and there was
such an ailr of quietude when T visited the
place that 1 quite started when the hell
gave a loud ciang, clang as I pulled §t, 1
felt that I had aroused unwilling echoes—
perhaps awakened the ghosts of long ago,
and was almost tempted to run away when
I heard footsteps within coming toward
the door. But, instead of meeting a frown
of disapproval, as T half expected, 1 was
admitted by a dark-faced nun, who up-
peared to consider it no unusual occurrence
:11:11. a stranger desired permission to en-
er,

The hail was dim and wide, with a gray
stone floor, and white pillars at the farther
end. While I was inwardly commenting on
its severity and scrupulous neatness Sis-
ter Frances came to show#nme about. She
was rather a small mulatto, with a slender,
interesting face, black eyes demurely low-
ered, and long brown hands meekly folded,

er uniform was a black serge, with a
vide, white linen guimpe, a white linen
bonnet, the customary black veil, and the
inevitable black beads and crogs. We as-
cended the wide, easy staircase, and on the
first landing I was confronted with the
words: “I have chosen rather to be an
abject in the house of my God than to
dwell in the tabernacle of sinners."

In the boarding departments of the con-
vent Bister Frances told me there were
nineteen students. These came from Lou-
=lana, Mexico, and even South America.
They are not only given a good ordinary
education, some of them graduating at
eighteen, but they also have the advantagce
of instruction in masic If it is desired,
Indeed, T could hear the monotonous run
of the sciles as I passad through the halls
and wondered if the little colored mailds
hoted to practice as much az we nsed to
do when at school. I fancy not. for 00Ca -
gionally 1 ecaught giimpses of figures
seated at the pinno, and saw on the !]"'-;-
dusky faces expreszions whicrh spoke
neither of fatigue nor disecortent. Con-
nected with the eonvent is a home for ag; d
and infirm colored men and women. :

In this convent of the holv familv there
are at vresent sixty-eight sisters. fwentyv.
£ix novices and six candidates. The candi-
dgates remain for six months, and if at the
end of that period they still wish to .-.-.',',-
tinue, they hesome novices. The novitinte
lasts two wvears, aflter which the [;;Q\-I,»,,
takes the black vail. Ewven then, hows ver
ithe vows only become permanent whs :i
Ill--_"_ h:w.‘a_ besn renewed ten yvears in ﬂtlrn-
cession. One muast thoroughly understand
thke character of the colored race to fully
appreciate the sacrifice ontitled hy -',,‘..J;,.
vows of renunciation. The colored peonle
fs o class are always so light hearted and
laughter-loving. so fond of eaveiy oy
amusement, that soch rigid -“‘"”-ilr*;i-!i
must neceseariiv require even ur---l~:--1¥
strength of purpose than that dizsnie vl :
the white sisters who devote their Hyves to
religlon and charity. And wvet In 4l those
years thers has heén only ene who has |..'n
the sisterhood after taking the final VOWs

ol hv

Sonnd Deductive Reasoning,
TUtica Observer,

An amusing incident oceurred he ¥lope
Chapel Sunday school last Snr'd:li‘r", !'ilh.--”i“’“
son of the day was found in the text.
He shall gird you about with |
strength.” As the sunerintendent pPassed
among the classes he finally stos ped  at
one composed of half a ilozen MeKaninnies
who were doing their hest to absorb H‘r;
explanations of their teacher, -

“Well, Mrs. —* he remarked, “are vonu
'-:--ltjr'r;: along nicely to-day with the les-
son?" '

“Well, no.” she replied. “T find it ridther
difﬁf-.l‘::t to make the olass understand it

“Why. it shouldn't be so diffieult * said the
superintendent. “You understand what the
wn‘ﬂl gird means, don’t vou, children?"

There were many dubious shikes of the
head, but no repites in the affirmative,

“Why, now.” he continued. as he moved
his hands in front of him in Imitation of a
man tightening a belt, “"supposing yvou were
going to run & race, why would you tight-
€N vour bejt ™

“To hold yvour pants up’" squawked two
of the youngsters in concert, aml the super-
intendent turned his fuce to hide the smile
that the conclusive deduction had produced.
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Men’s and Youths’ Suitsand Overcoats.

For Dress and Everyday Wear.

The best values in town at the regular prices.
chance of a lifetimz at the cut prices.

Model’s price, £5.00.
Medel's price, $10.00 .
Model's price, $12.00.
Moaodei's price, $15.00.
Model's price, $20.00.
Model's price, $25.00.
Model's price, $30.00. . .
Model's price, $35.00.

Clearance price, $2.50
.Clearance price, $5.00
.Clearance price, $6.00
.Clearance price, $7.50
.Clearance price, $10.00
.Clearance price, $12.50

... Clearance price, $15.00
. ..Clearance price, $17.50

Short Pants Suits, Overcoats and Reefers.

The cutting includes every garment in the Model’'s stock—

that everybody knows is the most complete in the State.

Model's price, $2.50
Model’s price, $3.00
Model’s price, :
Model’s price,
Model’s price,
Model’s price, -
Model's price, $10.00 .......

. R

veveve...Clearance Price, $1.25
vvevv.r..Clearance Price, $1.50

. «...Clearance Price,:$2.00
.Clearance Price, $2.50
vevasnee...Clearance Price, $3.50
ceieen....Clearance Price, $4.50
ves-220.e..Clearance Price, $5.00

Men’s and Youths’ Pants

Periect fiiting and fine fabrics. Full
values at nalf price.

2.00. .. Clearance price, 81.00
3.00. .. Clearance price, 81,80
4.00. .. Clearance price, 822,00
$85.00. .. Clearance price, #822.30

Model's price, $
Model's price, S
Model’s price, S
Model’s price, $

Boys’ Knee Pants

Al sizes, all wool and made to wear.

Model's price,

Mode!'s price, 50c..... Clearance price,
Clearance price,
Model’s price, 31.00. .. Clearance price,
Boys’ Long Pants—Model’s price,

to S5...... Clearance price, ¢ to 822.880

=eC
SIm3C
518

Enormous Sacrifices in Furnishing Goods and Hats

Some of the priges are reduced ONE=THIRD —some ONE-HALF.
for which the Model*has been so well known.

Furnishings

Model's 75¢ ‘Fancy Bosom Shirts (just in);
Clearaniee PriC oo x o o d ohabias ox soinbibees SOC

Model's $1.30 Fancy Bosom Shirts (just
in); Clearance price........ $1.00

Odd lots of $1.50 Gloves; Clearance price,
R AR - 2 212 e adwr s ia st SRR skt halre o e an . 59¢

$1.50 Plaited Bosom Percale Shirts (just
in): Clearance price. ................ .$1.00

50c Fleece-lined Underwear; Clearance price 34c
$1.00 Fine Wool Underwear; Clearance price ©67c

Hats

Clearance price. ....

Price. .. v

ance price.......

Big lot Children's Caps, 50c and 75
Men's and Boys’ 50c Winter Caps; Clearance

All the New $3 Stiff and Soft Hat
ance price.... ;
All the New 352 Stiff and Soft Hats; Cl
... 9134

Clearance

s; Clear-
.....$2.00

Odds of 32 and 52.50 Soft Hats;
New 51.25 Stff and Soft Hats; Clearance

Robes. Valises, etec., one-third to

Honest qualities

19¢
34¢

98¢
84c

one-half off.
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